


THE CONNECTION
The Newsletter of the Capital City Corvette Club

VOLUME XXXIII - NUMBER 11 - NOVEMBER 2003
Quick Hits from the Editor ~

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
November 5 - 7:00 p.m.

The Point After
3015 S. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.

(Logan Street), Lansing
Officer nominations at meeting.

MEXICAN TRAIN DOMINOES
November 1 - 6:30 p.m.

Don and Janet Johnston’s house

BINGO
November 8 - 2:00 p.m.
Tamarack Apartments

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
A warm welcome to new members:

David and Diana Brown &
Neville and Sharon Agass !

In this issue is an updated membership
list.  If you see any corrections that
need to be made, please contact me.
(Sorry about last month’s omissions.)

Thank you!
Cindy

You can send ideas, suggestions, or articles
you’d like published to

bluecorvette@bigfoot.com

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2003

Phil Hanses
President

P.O. Box 204, Westphalia 48894
989-587-3422

Rich Bratschi
VP / Competition Director

1138 Haslett Road, Haslett 48840
517-339-8487

Don Johnston
Governor

300 Pleasant St., Portland 48875
517-647-2403

Colleen Bratschi
Treasurer

1138 Haslett Road, Haslett 48840
517-339-8487

Shalimar Maynard
Secretary

3955 Meridian Rd, Okemos 48864
517-347-2949

Janet Johnston
Social Director

300 Pleasant St., Portland 48875
517-647-2403

Simon Reiffer
Public Relations Director

832 Creyts Rd, Dimondale 48821
517-646-2180

Jeff McQuade
Membership Director

1177 Brentwood, Charlotte 48813
517-541-1951

Don Armstrong
Points Director

5907 Laporte Dr., Lansing 48911
517-393-6779

Cindy Hanses
Editor

P.O. Box 204, Westphalia 48894
989-587-3422



Color tour stop at Fallsburg Park covered bridge.

From the President . . .
2003 was another very good year for the
club.  The tremendous growth we saw in
2002 continued throughout this year.  The
club participation in our events was
spectacular.  In June, a few members gave
autocross racing a try for the first time at
our low speed events.  This fall a few of
our members are developing an interest in
competing in road rallyes.  The
participation in car shows, mystery
dinners, the hay ride, and the color tour
was outstanding.  Other events such as the
trips to Traverse City and Mackinaw City
were also very successful.

Next year, with a new president, I’m sure
we can look forward another great year of
fun.  With our growth in membership
comes  new ideas for club activities.  If
you have thoughts on how to make our
club better, share them with a board
member or consider running for a position
yourself.  The past two years have been
successful because of  new ideas and a
willingness to try new things. 

Whatever your reason for joining our club,
I hope you have found it to be
worthwhile.  With that, I remind you that
the deadline for membership renewal dues
is November 10th.  After that date, a $10
late fee is charged by NCCC.  A renewal
form is in this issue.  If you haven’t
already done so, please fill it out and bring
it to the November 5th meeting or mail it
to Jeff at the address shown on the form.

Finding a good place to keep your
Corvette during the winter months can be
a challenge.  What do you need to do to
prepare the car for storage?  Being that it’s
time to put the Corvettes away, I plan to
devote some time at the November
meeting for a group discussion on what
our members do to get ready for winter.
So come to the meeting with your best
advice and tips for your fellow members.

Nominations for club officers will again
be accepted at the November meeting.
Last meeting, there was at least one person
nominated for each office, but there is still
time to get your name on the December
ballot for any position you may be
interested in.

See you at the meeting on November 5th.

Phil
Phil Hanses



When the product is the same...
It’s the dealer that makes the difference.

1748 W. Grand River, Okemos
www.preskool.com

See Pres Kool for a new Chevrolet
vehicle or a quality GM certified

used vehicle.





 From the Membership Director

NOTICE TO MEMBERS:

M We need to have all dues for 2004 paid by November 10.  If they
are late, NCCC will be assessing a $10 fee, so please be prompt.

M In order to be able to make your personal Club Membership Card,
the following members need to send me a picture of your Corvette.

Neville and Sharon Agass Maurice Cartier / Ann Underwood
Don Baron Ryan Johnston / Mandy Lawless
David and Diana Brown Tom Lindsay
George and Char Breeden Reed and Lynette Macarty
Loretta Spinrad Chris Wheeler

Thanks,
Your Membership Director
Jeff McQuade

For Sale

TIRES – FIRESTONE INDY 500
Raised White Letters, P225/70x15
Less than 50 miles on them.
$300 (paid $370)

517-541-1951
allstarcmdr@michcom.net



CCCC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
10/01/03

SECRETARY:  September general membership meeting and board meeting minutes are in the
newsletter.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  No report.

MEMBERSHIP:  Membership total now at 116 (adults 94, FCOA 26).  Remaining Zoo Show T-shirts
are available for purchase tonight at $12.00.  Any remaining raffle tickets and/or money due by the
end of the month.

SOCIAL:  10/4 MSU Homecoming, John & Janyce gave update on the 'game plan' ...we will tailgate
and then off to the game.  Bob will bring tents; bring a breakfast dish to pass.  10/11 Color Tour,
Hosts Don & Carol, plan to meet @ westside Quality Dairy, at 9:00.  November 1st, Mexican Train
Dominos at Don & Janet’s.  A possible trip to the VetteFest in Chicago 11/22 and 23 was discussed.

POINTS:  Reminder from Don, event chairman is responsible to get attendance list to the Points
Director.

TREASURER:  All accounts are balanced, and payables paid.

EDITOR:  November newsletter deadline, October 27.

COMPETITION: Phil presented Pam Thompson with her 1st place trophy from the June low speed
events.  Congratulations Pam!

GOVERNOR:  No report.

PRESIDENT:  Phil presented Carol Webster, Executive Director of the Potter Park Zoo, a check from
the club for $3,000.  She expressed their sincere appreciation!  They plan to use this year’s donation
toward the purchase of an overhead retractable surgery light and a freestanding animal incubator.
Phil also reported the club purchase of the HP Laser Jet 3320 Printer/Copier/Scanner has finally
taken place.

NEW BUSINESS:  Nominations for the 2004 Club Officers were as follows.  Nominations will also be
open at the November meeting; voting will take place at the December meeting.
- President:  Jeff McQuade, Simon Reiffer
- Competition:  Phil Hanses
- Governor:  Don Johnston, Dave Kuempel
- Secretary:  Shalimar Maynard, Sandy Bechtel
- Treasurer:  Bob Maynard
- Membership Director:  Jeff McQuade
- Social Director:  Janet Johnson, Pam Platte
- Editor:  Carol Armstrong
- Public Relations Director:  Greg Kapp, John Bechtel
- Points Director:  Don Armstrong, John Bechtel, Evelyn Aronson, Jeff Mitzel, Randy Putmon

MEMBER INPUT:  Jeff noted there would be a benefit concert featuring 3 Men and a Tenor, Saturday
10/11 after the color tour.  He would pick up tickets for anyone interested.  Dave Kuempel attended
Mid-America FunFest this year, along with approx. 8200 other Corvettes.  Let him know if you’re
interested in attending next year.

Tonight’s 50/50 Winner:  John Bechtel

Adjourned



CCCC BOARD MEETING MINUTES
10/15/03

SECRETARY:  No report.

PUBLIC RELATIONS:  No report.

MEMBERSHIP:  As of tonight, membership remains at 92 adults, with 40 paid renewals.  Name
badges will be ordered for all new members.  In the meantime, we can either have a temporary
button made for $1.00 or purchase a few blank badges and use Simon and  Gloria's label maker
as a temporary.  Any member interested is eligible to purchase a lifetime membership with
NCCC.  Current cost is $320.00.  That would reduce your annual local club dues to $35.00.

SOCIAL:  The hayride was a great success.  I think everyone enjoyed the evening.  The Color
Tour also very successful; 25 cars participated.  The weather was absolutely perfect.  Upcoming
events:  Mexican Train Nov. 1st, Bingo at Tamarack Nov. 8th, Christmas Dinner Dec. 3rd., and
the Annual Banquet January 24th.  Reservations have been made at Mountain Jacks.  Cost will
be $25.00 per person, including tip.

POINTS:  Don distributed copies of the current points program.  He had some revision
suggestions for next year (i.e., eliminate points for Board Members, region events, etc.).  After
a lengthy discussion, Phil suggested he form a committee from the membership to review and
then present a committee recommendation.

TREASURER:  All payables have been paid.  There are 27 remaining zoo shirts which the zoo
agreed to purchase at cost and resell in their gift shop.  Motion was made and approved, selling
remaining shirts to the zoo for $126.  Phil opened an account with 6 months free interest at
CompUSA when he purchased the copier.  He offered to have the club pay him back monthly.
The board felt it would be better since we were near year-end and change in officers near to pay
the bill in full.  Motion unanimously passed, and the treasurer will issue check upon receipt of bills.
It was also noted there are only enough newsletter covers for one more mailing.  Phil suggested
we put our sponsor, Pres Kool's, ad on the back cover.  He and Jeff would get quotes for
printing/folding costs.

COMPETITION:  Calendar with 2004 event dates was distributed.  Spartan Speedway cost
expected to increase this year to $350 or more.  Other possibility would be holding the low speed
event at the State Police Test Track.  This would be a first choice option and will be researched
further.  Also for consideration, renting as a group or with another club, a drag strip for the
day...just for fun.  Bids for sanctioned event dates will be at the November Region Meeting.
Dates chosen by the Board were:  Pres Kool car show:  1st choice June 19th, 2nd choice May
22nd, Low Speeds first choice July 17th, 2nd choice July 10th or 24th.

GOVERNOR:  No report.

PRESIDENT:  Club Federal Tax ID and Tax Exempt status was discussed.  Ideas for vendor
control regarding club apparel and future options were discussed.  No final determinations made
and will continue discussion / ideas at a later date.

NEW BUSINESS:  Phil suggested the club purchase an Adobe Acrobat program.  This could be
used for printing awards and greatly increase newsletter capabilities.  Motion made and passed
unanimously.

Adjourned



Membership Profile...

Meet Kurt S. Bancroft and Joy Hardman

Both Kurt and Joy grew up in Maple Rapids and went to school together.  Joy moved
away in 1963 and didn’t get re-acquainted until about 1990.  They have been together
since about June of 1990.

Kurt has two kids, Michelle (31) and Justin (26), and two grandsons, Michael John (3) 
and Nicholas Kurt (4 mos.).  Joy has one son, Brent (29).  Kurt has a dog named Barker
(Chow/Irish Setter mix) that turned 6 years old Monday.

Kurt has worked for MDOT for 37 years.  Joy has worked for Lansing Community
College for 9+ years.  She had previously worked for the St. Louis Public Schools
(Michigan) for 10+ years.

Kurt’s main hobby is his Corvette, but he loves to read, watch the History Channel, go
downhill skiing, taking care of his rental property, traveling (cruises especially),
walking Barker, and of course playing with his grandsons.  Joy says she has no real
hobbies, but she does work in the yard and watch “Bob Villa-type” shows and Trading
Spaces (OK, also a couple of soap operas that she manages to tape).  She also enjoys
traveling and reading.

In addition to being a member of CCCC, Kurt is a Life Member of the VFW, Life
Member of the DAV, Member of the Society of the First Infantry Division, Member
of the 28th Black Lions, and AARP.  Joy belongs to CCCC and AARP “(Ha!  Hey, at least
it gives me two!!!!! ” said Joy.)

Kurt bought his Corvette in 2002.  He totally enjoys working, cleaning, and fixing it up
and buying anything for his car.  His best of times would be spent in the garage sitting
in a comfortable chair, smoking a good cigar, and looking at his car.

Kurt got them into CCCC through his interest of meeting other Corvette owners,
searching the web, and finding CCCC’s website.  (Also because he works with Phil’s
cousin.)  They’ve been in the club for a little over a year.

“Our biggest and most enjoyment that we have gotten from the club and the members
are those times and places spent actually driving to places of interest and conversing
with other members and meeting lots of new friends,” said Joy.



CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB MEMBERSHIP LIST
11 / 2003

Neville and Sharon Agass 1803 W. Stoll Rd., DeWitt, MI 48820 517-853-9725 1995
Don and Carol Armstrong 5907 Laporte Drive, Lansing, MI 48911 517-393-6779 1994
Ed Armstrong and Gayle Thompson 1300 Sherrington Dr, DeWitt, MI 48820 517-490-6002 1992
Jay and Kenalee Atchinson 7651 Pingree Road, Elwell, MI 48832 989-463-6780 1991
Laurie Backus 2756 Pinch Hwy, Charlotte, MI 48813 517-543-2293 1996
Kurt Bancroft and Joy Hardman 605 Clement, Lansing, MI 48917 517-485-6418 1975
Don Baron 325 S. Washington Ave, Lansing, MI 48933 517-484-1366 54/59/02
John and Sandy Bechtel 1612 N. Genesee Drive, Lansing, MI 48915 517-482-9584 1995
Melissa Bernier 3333 Gale Road, Eaton Rapids, MI 48827 517-628-2958 1977
Richard and Colleen Bratschi 1138 Haslett Road, Haslett, MI 48840 517-339-8487 1999
George and Char Breeden 4597 Grove, Holt, MI 48842 517-694-8012 1999
Mike and Connie Britz PO Box 467, Okemos, MI 48805-0467 517-332-4435 1974
Gary Brothers 5919 Cabrena Drive, Lansing, MI 48917 517-256-8645 1989
David and Diana Browm 5827 LaPorte Drive, Lansing, MI 48911 517-394-4964 1992
Maurice Cartier and Ann Underwood 3800 Meridian Road, Okemos, MI 48864 517-347-9702 1999
Dave Cripe 926 N Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48917 517-323-3564 1963
Ken David 2342 Sower Boulevard, Okemos, MI 48864 517-381-9926 2000
Charlie and Patti DeYoung 5813 W Willow, Lansing, MI 48917 517-886-7446 1987
Karl Dickert 7401 Pine Manor, Grand Ledge, MI  48837 517-627-4173 71/02
Trini Dixon 9437 Boyer Road, Charlotte, MI 48813 517-649-8590 1979
Art and Nancy Doty 1130 North Waverly Road, Lansing, MI 48917 517-321-5708 1987
Randy Gisse 115 E. Main Street, Grand Ledge, MI 48837 517-622-4908 96/00
Phil and Cindy Hanses PO Box 204, Westphalia, MI 48894-0204 989-587-3422 1993
Steve and Tammie Hitchcock 406 North Logan, DeWitt, MI 48820 517-669-5327 1980
Brad and Carrie Hutton 6360 Zimmer Road, Haslett, MI 48840 517-655-5240 68/03
Greg and Theresa Jenca 5811 Horstmeyer Rd, Lansing, MI 48911 517-887-0873 2003
Donald and Janet Johnston 300 Pleasant Street, Portland, MI  48875 517-647-2403 1976
Ryan Johnston and Mandy Lawless 300 Pleasant Street, Portland, MI  48875 517-647-2403 1979
Greg Kapp 800 Waldo Road, Williamston, MI 48895 517-655-3992 1984
David and Diana Kuempel PO Box 745, Nashville, MI 49073 517-852-1837 2003
Mark and Margaret Lewis 1619 S. Genesee Drive, Lansing, MI  48915 517-484-8930 2003
Tom Lindsay 505 Windyrush Lane, DeWitt, MI 48820 517-669-3086 1993
Reed and Lynette Macarty 793 Tarleton Ave, East Lansing, MI  48823 517-336-1995 1997
Bob and Shalimar Maynard 3955 Meridian Road, Okemos, MI 48864 517-347-2949 1990
Steve and Lisa McDonald 4567 Kathy Kourt, Holt, MI 48842 517-694-1083 1982
Jeff McQuade and Evelyn Aronson 1177 Brentwood, Charlotte, MI 48813 517-541-1951 1977
Jeffrey L. Mitzel 2011 Holly Way, Lansing, MI 48910 517-719-7785 1999
Steve Pavlik 1370 Epley Road, Williamston, MI 48895-9613 517-655-3308 1986
Joe and Pam Platte 2014 Holly Way, Lansing, MI 48910-6505 517-887-7232 1987
Randy and Carol Putmon 3871 Sandhill Road, Lansing, MI  48911 517-887-7457 1981 
Simon and Gloria Reiffer 832 Creyts Road, Dimondale, MI 48821-9611 517-646-2180 1977
Robert Ribar 823 E. Frederick Ave, Lansing, MI 48906 517-484-4061 1973
Gregory D. Shannon MD PO Box 40, Haslett, MI 48840 517-230-9502 01/03
John and Janyce Shepler 1707 E. St Joseph Hwy, Grand Ledge, MI 48837-9782 517-622-4494 1998
Ron and Lyn Shoal 5485 East Mt. Hope Hwy., Grand Ledge, MI 48837 517-622-3582 1965
James and Vicki Simmons 16430 Park Lake Road #66, East Lansing, MI 48823 517-339-8669 1968
Bill Smejkal and Pam Candy 5709 Castlebury Circle, Lansing, MI 48917 517-323-6515 1994
Richard and Linda Smith PO Box 211, Breckenridge, MI 48615 989-842-3742 1979
Steve and Loretta Spinrad 16837 Turner, Lansing, MI 48906-2134 517-372-4380 1966
Brenda Strobel 5826 LaPorte Drive, Lansing, MI 48911 517-393-0802 1992
Steve Sage 120 East Claremore, Lansing, MI 48911 517-882-5861 1992
Gordon and Margaret Terwilliger 2108 South Aurelius, Mason, MI 48854 517-628-2002 1979
Pam and Gary Thompson 14301 Heffron, Belding, MI 48809 616-794-0139 1981
Peter and MarLou Walker 5827 Old 27 South, Marshall, MI  49068 517-767-3283 1977
Chris Wheeler 1673 E. Dexter Trail, PO Box 119, Dansville, MI 48819 248-521-2302 1971



Capital City Corvette Club - What is it? 
 
Almost ten years ago we bought a Corvette and joined this car club. Initially it was just 
for something to do to have some fun and enjoy the Corvette. It was fun to get to know 
some new people who were interested in the Corvette also. So as the years went by we 
got do a lot of fun stuff, such as rallyes, car shows, mystery dinners, learned a lot about 
racing, and of course road trips. I also learned a lot about the Corvette, trivia being one of 
my favorites. Nothing like useless information to keep me interested, and I know I’m not 
the only one.  
 
So we kept going. Being involved as far as we wanted to because we were also involved 
in other things at that time, such as youth group at our church that took a lot of our time. 
All the while we were making some real close friends within this club and doing a lot of 
things together in the so-called off-season. Well, a couple of years ago we retired from 
our youth activities and were able to help out a little more with the club.  
 
This year started out like most others, planning activities for the upcoming Corvette 
season and other things. After a winter of working on my car, getting the motor rebuilt 
and the front end, I was really excited about the new season. It started out great with car 
shows, a road trip to Traverse City and other things. The car was running great and I was 
pumped.  
 
Then one nice June morning I was going to clean the gutters. I got the ladder out and 
proceeded to go to work. Then it happened. My ladder slipped. I somehow slipped 
backwards and fell flat on my back. I tried to turn over to catch my breath but noticed my 
legs didn’t follow me. Of course the pain was excruciating. By then Gloria heard me and 
called 911. They came took me in. And the rest, as they say, is history.  
 
All this leads back to the beginning. That the reason we joined this club for fun hasn’t 
been the whole story. You folks have been great friends. All of you have come thru when 
times got tough. You came over and helped with projects that I wanted to complete 
around the house.  You drove me to therapy, stayed with me when I couldn’t be by 
myself, and helped us out financially.  That’s more than a simple car club. That’s true 
friendship. 
 
I still believe this happened for a reason. Not sure what yet, but I believe we have all 
learned from this. So don’t feel sorry for me. I’m getting along fine with the help of 
God’s grace, Gloria and friends like all of you.  
 
May God bless each and every one of you. 
 
Simon Reiffer       





CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB 2003 POINTS STANDINGS
Through 10/16/03

PARTICIPATION POINTS

Nev Agass 0
Sharon Agass 0
Carol Armstrong 42
Don Armstrong 52
Ed Armstrong 2
Evelyn Aronson 49
Jay Atchinson 0
Kenalee Atchinson 0
Laurie Backus 22
Kurt Bancroft 16
Don Baron 1
John Bechtel 26
Sandy Bechtel 22
Melissa Bernier 10
Colleen Bratschi 36
Rich Bratschi 37
Char Breeden 7
George Breeden 4
Connie Britz 13
Mike Britz 17
Gary Brothers 17
David Brown 0
Diana Brown 0
Pam Candy 5
Maurice Cartier 0
Dave Cripe 24
Ken David 2
Charlie DeYoung 7
Patti DeYoung 3
Karl Dickert 12
Trini Dixon 13

Art Doty 30
Nancy Doty 30
Randy Gisse 13
Cindy Hanses 34
Phil Hanses 53
Joy Hardman 13
Steve Hitchcock 3
Tammie Hitchcock 4
Brad Hutton 34
Carrie Hutton 32
Greg Jenca 12
Theresa Jenca 10
Don Johnston 63
Janet Johnston 59
Ryan Johnston 4
Greg Kapp 47
David Kuempel 63
Diana Kuempel 46
Mandy Lawless 2
Margaret Lewis 10
Mark Lewis 13
Tom Lindsay 0
Lynette Macarty 0
Reed Macarty 0
Bob Maynard 47
Shalimar Maynard 52
Lisa McDonald 2
Steve McDonald 4
Jeff McQuade 61
Jeffrey Mitzel 13
Steve Pavlik 0

Joe Platte 22
Pam Platte 36
Carol Putmon 31
Randy Putmon 33
Gloria Reiffer 45
Simon Reiffer 46
Robert Ribar 13
Steve Sage 5
Gregory Shannon 0
Janyce Shepler 30
John Shepler 29
Lyn Shoal 3
Ron Shoal 3
James Simmons 20
Vicki Simmons 0
Bill Smejkal 7
Linda Smith 22
Rick Smith 23
Loretta Spinrad 2
Steve Spinrad 2
Brenda Strobel 7
Gordon Terwilliger 36
Margaret Terwilliger 37
Gary Thompson* 2
Gayle Thompson 2
Pam Thompson 18
Ann Underwood 0
MarLou Walker 0
Peter Walker 5
Chris Wheeler 1

TOP TEN PARTICIPATION POINTS

1. Don Johnston 63

1. Dave Kuempel 63

3. Jeff McQuade 61

4. Janet Johnston 59

5.  Phil Hanses 53

6. Don Armstrong 52

6. Shalimar Maynard 52

8. Evelyn Aronson 49

9. Greg Kapp 47

9. Bob Maynard 47

*CCCC member Gary Thompson passed away on May 12, 2003.
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CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB
Tentative Calendar of Events

2003

November
1 *Mexican Train Dominoes
4 Region Meeting
5 *General Membership Meeting
8 *Bingo at Tamarack Apts.
8 Governors Meeting
19 *Board Meeting

December
3 *Holiday Dinner

* CCCC Events
~ Club Events
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