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Dear Members:

To start out the new year, I’d like to welcome everyone back
to the club, not that you ever left it, of course. I hope you all had a
wonderful holiday season. But now it is time to close that chapter of
our lives and move on to 1996,

This year should bring massive amounts of excitcment and
action. The calendar is just being set, but I’m sure there is something
on it for everyone this year. Those of you who sat back last year and
watched everyone clse participate, this is your year. This is the year
for you to get out there and try a race event, a parade, a rallye, a
mystery dinner, or whatever tempts you.

Be sure and be at the Capital City Corvette Club Annual
Awards Banquet January 13, at Mountain Jack’s. This is the cvent of
the year where club members are honored for their participation and
hard work. After a wonderful dinner, awards are handed out to the
top 10 club members who have the most Participation Points and a
minimum of 1/3 of club members who have the most Competition
Points. Also, several door prizes and centerpieces will be given away
in adrawing. Later, we usually have a slide show presenting pictures
taken throughout the year. Please come and share this evening with
your fellow members.

We will be wrapping up the Discovery Book sales this month.
Please bring all monies and unsold books to the mecting,

I'would like to take this opportunity to thank Angic Zea (this
year’s Points Director) for her help in putting the newsletter together
last month. Your help is greatly appreciated. Good luck at points!

I hope we finally have the copier working again. It has seen
better days. We’ll find out when I try to copy this article. Update at
next meeting,

Deadlines are very important to me, especially when it is my
responsibility to get this news to you by the first of every month.
Please forgive me if there is an occasion when you don’t reeeive it by
that day. The deadline for the February Newsletter is Monday,
January 22nd. Anything received after that date will not make it in the
February Newsletter. Please address your articles to P.O. Box 204,
Westphalia, MI 48894. Thank you for being on time.

Your Editor, Cindy

PS: If you have any suggestions for the Newsletter, pleasc lct me
know. Your comments are very welcome.

1996 BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Loretta Spinrad -
President/Competition Director, 372-4380
Dennis O’Hara -
Governor, 393-9025
Sharon Wasson -
Secretary, 627-9231
Phil Hanses -
Trcasurer, 587-3422
Jim Gossum -
Membership Dircetor
Phil Zeller -
Social Director, 321-4857
Cindy Hanses -
Editor, 587-3422
Steve Spinrad -
Public Relations Director, 372-4380
Angie Zea -
Points Director, 321-4857

w&w MEETING NOTICE @

The January General Membership Meeting
will be held Wednesday, January 3

at 7:00 p.m. at Richard’s Food and Drink
(4105 North East Street, Lansing).

Dinner Or ered at 7:15 p.m.

ih




1995 in Review

Loretta Spinrad, President

As we prepare for a brand
new year lets take a few
moments to remember the
events we shared with our
friends during 1995.

December is always a
very hectic month with
everyone rushing around
for the holidays. That is
why January is a perfect
time to host the Annual
Awards Banquet. It gives
everyone an opportunity
to sit back, relax, and
enjoy a night filled with a
lot of fun and
entertainment. If you will
recall the big winner of
the night was Phil Zeller,
he must have won more
raffle prizes than the rest
of us put together.

February was a rather
quiet month, but we
managed to spice it up a
little with a mystery
dinner to the Pointe After
lead by our Phil Zeller
and Angie Zea.

By March people are
getting a little restless and
ready for some
competition. The weather
is not real conducive for
Corvetting so we turned
to bowling where we
upheld our reputation with
the Jackson Corvette Club
by beating them at the

bowling alley. Thanks to
a few good bowlers, of
which I was not one.

April finally brought a
little sun and gave us a
chance to get the
Corvettes out and share
our hospitality at Holt
Auto Sales by co-hosting
an Open House. As the
day was a little cool, we
found no shortage of
people willing to cook hot
dogs. It was the only
warm place to be found.

We also had our first
mystery, mystery dinner
hosted by the Reiffers. 1

never was very good at
the game -of Clue and it

showed.

May was the beginning of
a very busy summer for
our club with the Corvette
Night at Spartan
Speedway and the Parade
downtown the next day.
And as usual the
competition season started
with the Drag Races at
Stanton.

We thought June would
bring better weather, but
Mother Nature was there
to hinder our plans once
again. We had more than
our share of rain during
our events at Spartan, but

the picnic turned out
great. And during the
course of the two days we
got some new members
out on the track for the
first time. Linda Roberts,
Abe Crayon, Phil Zeller,
and Angie Zea.

Hopefully we opened the
doors to a whole new
world to these folks.

July is usually hot and
this year was no
exception. Some of our
members went to the
NCCC Convention in
California where it was
118 degrees. The rest of
us stayed here where it
was only 100 degrees.
Even through the heat, we
managed to participate in
several social events. The
4th of July parade in
Mason and Miniature
Golf in Dewitt with Jack
Nelson the victor of the
evening.

Our August Mystery
Dinner was planned a
little differently than the
rest. We started at the
Owosso Speedway hoping
we would encourage some
additional participation in
the races, and we did.
Cindy Hanses made her
racing debut with the
Matching Times. Overall
it really didn’t turn out



too well. It was
extremely hot, the cars
and drivers both were
wilting and cars were
breaking right and left,
but we survived and
moved on to the
restaurant for a cold
beverage and
nourishment.

August was also the
month for our excursion
to Mackinaw. Once
again, Mother Nature was
not kind to us. It may
have rained on our show,
but not on our spirits.

We still had plenty of
time for the casinos and
shopping.

By September people are
thinking the summer is
over and starting to wind
up activities with thoughts
of fall and winter. Not
us, we still had some
races left and our annual
golf outing with the
Jackson Club. What an
experience. Steve thought
the more swings the better
and Phil had quite a time
convincing him that was
not the object of the
game. Personally, I felt
sorry for the people that
had homes by the golf
course. Didn’t you think
it was pretty silly to have
all those signs telling us
not to hit the houses?
Like we didn’t know. If
they were truly worried
about the houses, they

should have installed nets
to catch the balls. Thanks
to Chuck Duell and Joe
Platte for making us look
good.

October is always packed
with rallyes, and we had
our share. And if you
will recall our members
did quite well throughout
the season, in fact Phil
and Cindy ended up in
second place in the region
for Rallye points.

The highlight of
November was the
mystery dinner hosted by
Elaine and Dennis O’Hara
where the door prizes
consisted of Thanksgiving
Dinner items.

As I said, December is a
very hectic month, but we
did find time for our
annual holiday dinner.
Now as the month and
year are coming to an end
it is time to plan for
1996. As we watch 1995
leave and 1996 enter lets
not forget the friends we
made this last year and
the years past.

While 1995 was a very
good year, 1996 promises
to be even better. With
the club election held this
past month, our Board
continues to see new faces
with fresh ideas which
can only be a positive
step into the future.

Over the next two months
we will be planning
events for all of 1996, so
if you have a strong
desire to see our club
pursue certain things, be
sure to let it be known.

On behalf of the entire
Board of Directors, I
would like to thank the
members for their support
during this past season.
1996 is sure to be a great
year and your continued
support will be
appreciated.

As usual we will have our
seven competition events
in addition to numerous
social events including
golf, car shows, parades,
and mystery dinners.

Our monthly meetings
will continue to offer a
variety of technical and
fun-filled evenings.

General Membership
Meeting

Wednesday
January 3, 1996
7:00 p.m.

Richard’s Lounge

Planning for 1996

I am looking forward to
this coming year, I hope
you are too!



30 plus years of Corvetting . . . .

By Steve Spinrad

How time flies when you are having fun!
And boy have I had my share of fun over
the last 30 plus years with my Corvettes
and the Club.

People join the Corvette Club for many
reasons. I joined the club during its
formation because I liked to race.

When I was in college (the beginning of
time) I fell in love with cars thanks to my
roommate. I was a city boy from New
York and cars were not a top priority.

My roommate’s father was a mechanic and
I was impressed.

My first car was a 52 Chevy which made
it all the way from East Lansing to New
York where it underwent major surgery,
my first attempt at racing. So out with the
old and in with the new which was a 53
flat head Ford which was supposed to be
the hottest car around at that time.

I decided Ford did not have a better idea
as the Chevy’s were still beating me so I
decided my first priority after college was
to buy a CORVETTE, a truly fast car!
And that’s exactly what I did.

My first Corvette was a 1959 turquoise
and white convertible which I was told
was the hottest car around. He lied, it
broke on the way home. But that’s OK
the man that sold me the car sent me to a
garage that built race cars, to have it
repaired.

My racing debut, like most of us, was on
the gut (downtown Lansing) where 1
managed to finally hold my own. There
were a lot of people dragging the gut with

sports cars which led me to the MSU
Sports Car Club. 1 soon found this club
was not for me, there were only 3
Corvettes in the club and the main topic of
conversation seemed to be centered around
how much better the other sports cars were
compared to the Corvette.

I soon found that Lee MacGillivary’s
Chevrolet and the manager (who was
racing Corvettes) was trying to organize a
Corvette Club. Needless to say I jumped
ship from the Sports Car Club and joined
the new Corvette organization (where by
the way women were not invited, everyone
knew Corvettes were for men),

So my racing career began with ice racing
on Lake Lansing and racing from bar to
bar after the meetings. After ending up in
the ditch (I was taking a shortcut) I
decided that racing on the street was not
good idea. '

Capital City had its first funkhana at
Spartan Speedway which proved to be
most interesting for both the driver and
navigator. Since that time, Spartan
Speedway has been home for the Capital
City Corvette Club.

As most of the membership at that time
consisted of engineers from GM, we
always had advance information about new
and upcoming things that were happening
with the Corvette. This is where I first
heard about the new “Killer” motor, the
327/365 HP, solid lifter motor that was to
be introduced in the 1964 Corvette.

I had to have this motor! As Lee
MacGillivary was the top selling Corvette



CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB 1995 POINTS STANDINGS

Garry Ball 0
Bob Benko 27
Mary Benko 16
Bill Clark 0
Abe Crayon 32
Dave Cripe 48
Pat Cripe 33
Art Doty 193
Nancy Doty 146
Charles Duell 182
Larry Fogg 13
Elizabeth Goodland 71
Jim Gossum 58
Cindy Hanses 286
Phil Hanses 296
Christopher Hause 0
Tina Hause 0
Char Hoffman 7
Mike Hoffman 28
Fred Honhart 10
Ralph Huss 6
1. Loretta Spinrad 478
2. Steve Spinrad 456
3. Nancy Doty 354
4. Art Doty 305
5. Phil Hanses 129
6. Bill Stehouwer 122
7. Cindy Hanses 108
8. Steve Pavlik 95
1. Loretta Spinrad
2. Steve Spinrad
3. Phil Hanses
4. Cindy Hanses
5. Phil Zeller

Through 12/29/95

PARTICIPATION POINTS

Christine Krisztian 3
Robert LaFond 0
Connie Lang 13
Carol McVicker 4
Mike McVicker 4
Art Miller 0
Clyde Nash 0
Jack Nelson 160
Dennis O'Hara 178
Elaine O'Hara 127
Steve Pavlik 115
Joe Platte 60
Pam Platte 57
Gloria Reiffer 144
Simon Reiffer 149
Linda Roberts 187

Candy Scharnweber 30

David Schlegel 11
Jerry Selleck 0
Steve Sewell 0
Marv Shreve 6

COMPETITION POINTS

9. Roger Stehouwer 72
10. Phil Zeller 58
11. Linda Roberts 57

12. Angie Zea 45
13. Jack Nelson 44
14. Dennis O’Hara 40
15. Simon Reiffer 35

16. Gloria Reiffer 31

Loretta Spinrad
Steve Spinrad
Bill Stehouwer
Bridget Stehouwer
Roger Stehouwer
Al Swift

Linda Swift
John Tanner
Josette Tanner
Dianne Taulbee
Jack Taulbee
Clara Taylor
Max Taylor

Ken Terry

Jim Thompson
Tom Waier
Vicki Waier
Sharon Wasson
Ward Wasson
Jim Weber
Angie Zea

Phil Zeller

17. Elaine O’'Hara

411
319
58

41
36
36
22

59
64
22
13
35
35
44

162
240

25

18. Bridget Stehouwer 21

19. Abe Crayon
20. Jim Gossum
20. John Tanner

12
8
8

22. Candy Scharnweber 4

23. Charles Duell

2

23. Elizabeth Goodland 2

TOP TEN PARTICIPATION POINTS

411 6. Art Doty 193
319 7. Linda Roberts 187
296 8. Charles Duell 182
286 9. Dennis O’Hara 178
240 10. Angie Zea 162



The Social Section

( HAPPY NEW YEAR )

Do you have
a New Year’s
Resolution?

m t has been said that
New Year's resolutions
are culturally on the decline
this year. | don’t know why,
but | think establishing goals
for ones self is a very good
idea.

As a matter of fact if you
give me five minutes I'll
come up with another goal
for myself. But, you must
remember to be a realist;
Prioritize those goals. For
gosh sakes, you need some
sort of excuse for not
cleaning the basement or
garage this year.

But, Angie will be the first to
tell you, Philip doesn't have
a basement or garage. But
give me time, that's all we
need right?

Good luck on your New
Year’'s resolutions!!!

[ HAPPY HOLIDAYS! )

What an enjoyable evening
we had at our Holiday Club
Meeting. The food, the gifts,
the friends, and Steve
leading the group in
Christmas carols.

Wow, we would've never
guessed he could hit that
high note in “Deck the
Halls.”

Sorry if you missed this
exciting night, but you'll be
happy to know everyone
else had a great time and
you still have future
opportunities to enjoy fun-
filled evenings with your
Corvette friends.

UPCOMING EVENTS )

Highlight these dates on
your calendars.

1/03/96: Spend an evening
with all your club friends as
we engage in a fun-filled
evening at the general
membership meeting at
Richard’s (7:00pm).

1/13/96: The Annual Capital
City Corvette Club Awards
Banquet takes place at
Mountain Jack’s restaurant
on West Saginaw St. This
is yet another night you'll be
sorry if you miss. If we're
lucky we won'’t be asked to
leave for being so rowdy.
So put on your boots and
come on out!




C.C.C.C. GENERAL MEETING OF 12-6-95

President
-Be sure to check your renewal package from national
as it will contain information on auto insurance.

Secretary
-Previous minutes accepted.

Treasurer
-Report distributed and accepted.

Competition

-The calendar for the coming year has been set, see

update in news letter.

-Also in news letter are results of regional officer
election.

-If you wish copy of new rule book, see coupon in national
renewal package.

-Trophies were presented to members representing wins in
several of this years competition events. Congratulations!

Membership
-Presented Membership report.
-Introduced guest and potential member, Mr. Doug Lamke.

Social

-Holiday dinner 12-19.

-Awards banquet 1-13-96. See newsletter and R.S.V.P.
-Thanks to Elaine and Dennis for great mystery dinner!
-If you or someone you know would like to donate a door
prize for the banquet, please contact Loretta Spinrad.

Public Relations
-We will continue to meet at Richard's for 1996.

New Business
~-Election of Officers for '96 as follows:
President and Competition Director, Loretta Spinrad.

Governor, Dennis O'Hara Secretary, Sharon Wasson
Treasurey, Phil Hanses Membership, Jim Gossum
Social, Phil Zeller Editor, Cindy Hanses

Public Relations, Steve Spinrad Points, Angie Zea
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Capital City Corvette Club
Schedule of upcoming events
1996

January 3 General Membership Meeting at Richards Restaurant
January 13 Capital City’s Annual Awards Banquet

January 16  Board Meeting

February 7 General Membership Meeting at Richards Restaurant
February 20 Region Meeting

February 24 Governors Meeting

February 24-25
Chevy Vettefest in Chicago

February 25 Swap Meet Kalamazoo Corvette Club
March 6 General Membership Meeting
March 7 - 10 Las Vegas Trip

March 23 Region Meeting and Annual Awards Banquet



LITTLE NUMBERS MEAN A LOT

1)

THE CORVETTE POLICE

By Phil Hanses

How much do you know about
your Corvette’s history?  In
November ] found out a lot more
than [ needed to know about my
car’s past. It all started with a
phone call from the Michigan
State Police Auto Theft Unit on
November 27th.

[ was at work when I got a call
from Cindy telling mc to sit
down. She had just received a
call from the police about a stolen
Corvette. A detective would be
calling me soon to ask me some
questions about my car. Sure
enough, a few minutes later the
detective called me at work. He
told me they were investigating an
individual from Holt (this person
is NOT connected in any way
with  Holt Auto  Sales).
Apparently, a couple of guys were
in business together and had a
falling out. One of the men went
to the police and agreed to tell the
police of some illegal activity if
he would gain immunity from
prosecution for testifying against
the other.

As a result of this information,
the police obtained a search
warrant to go through the
business records. From what [
understand, one or both of the
men illegally switched VIN tags
on somc of their cars. They
would buy a
salvage car
and switch
the tag with
» another car
(which they
may have
acquircd

through  unknown  means),
thereby changing the identity of
the (stolen) car to that of the
legally obtained salvage car.

Apparently, the police confiscated
a ‘81 silver Corvette (salvage car)
and a VIN tag to an unknown
Corvette, which is where my car
comes in. [ don’t know how, but
the police suspected the VIN tag
belonged on my car. I told the
detective [ bought the car from
Regency  Oldsmobile  (now
Crippen Auto) in March of 1986.
The  detective made an
appointment with me to come
over and look at my car on
November 30th,

Meanwhile, thinking over the call,
I wondered if it might be part of
some elaborate scam to steal my
car. I called the state police to
confirm that the person I talked to
was indeed a detective with the
auto theft unit. I also called the
salesman who sold me the car to
ask him 1if the police had
contacted him. Both calls
checked out, so I felt better about
the visit I would be getting,

When the detectives arrived on
the 30th, they proceeded to check
the engine, (ransmission, and
frame numbers to [ind that my car
does in fact match the VIN tag
they had confiscated. [ did
discover that my car has a
different transmission, The
detectives made a call to Chicago
and learned the transmission on
my car was from a ‘76 Chevy
Malibu station wagon that was
origmally shipped to Bud Kouts

HR914CW604256

Chevrolet in Lansing. (Maybe
this i1s why my car seems to
accelerate like a family car.) The
detectives speculated that the
suspect may have driven my car a
while and burned up the
transmission before trading or
selling the car to Regency Olds.

I also learned that my car was
originally shipped to Canada.

The detectives told me it can be
difficult to obtain records from
Canada and that they purge their
records after a certain amount of
time. It was probably stolen from
there or part of an insurance
fraud.

My car would not be impounded
at this time (there is no real proof
that it is stolen), but they will take
it if they need it. The best case
scenario for me: I have to pay to
have a new, or possibly the
original VIN tag installed. Worst
case: I lose the car and get
nothing,

Because of the possibility of the
worst case, my car is now at a
location that even I don’t know,
This will give me some time to
hire a lawyer if the police

~ suddenly show up at my door

wanting to take my car.

[ believe that aficr owning the car
for more than ten years, I should
be protected by some kind of
right-of-possession law. If you or
anyone else you know has been in
this situation, I would appreciate
any kind of advice you could give
me.




WANTED: 1978 CORVETTE
(White) Will be given good home
and lots of tender care. Please write
or phone: Ernie Stec

1658 East Caro Rd.

Caro, MI 48723

(517) 673-4306

CLUB GOLF SHIRTS:

Here’s your chance to get a golf shirt
that’s not just for golft You can
order them in either Royal Blue or
White. It has the Capital City
Corvette Club logo on it, and it’s
only $24. Contact Loretta Spinrad at
372-4380 to order.

SPRING JACKETS:

Get your very own spring jacket to
wear to our club activities on those
warmer-than-normal days.  They
come in our club color, Royal Blue.
You can have one for only $38! If
you’d like your name on it, it’s only
$4 extra. Call Loretta at 372-4380 to
order.

WANTED: SNOWBLOWER
2 stage, 5 HP or more preferred.
Call Phil at (517) 587-3422 eves.

LONG SLEEVE SWEAT
SHIRTS:

Order yours now! These come in
Royal Blue or White. Our club logo
is embroidered on the left side. You
can have one of these wonderful
shirts at the low, low price of only
$20! Contact Loretta.

CLUB JACKETS FOR WINTER:
Get your new, Royal Blue club
winter jacket. Add an extra touch by
having your name embroidered on it
for only $4. The price for this warm
jacket is only $58. Order now!

WOULD YOU LIKE SOME
ADVERTISING?
Any ads of a non-business

nature are welcome to be
submitted. Just send your ad to the
Editor, Cindy Hanses, at P.O. Box
204, Westphalia, Michigan 48894,
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To be held at Mountain Jack’s restaurant on
West Saginaw St. next to the Lansing Mall on
Saturday January 13th at 7:30 p.m.

A IBRE DB

Please R.S.V.P. by completing the following and returning
it with payment to Philip Zeller at the general membership
meeting on Wednesday, January 3. Please make checks
payable to Capital City Corvette Club.

Entree choices:
______Cabin Cut Prime Rib
___ Forest Mushroom Chicken
_____Pecan Crusted Halibut

* All dinners cost $20.00 per person & include:
salad, bread, baked potato, non- alcoholic beverage, and sherbet for dessert.

$
Name(s) $Amonut Enclosed




ANNOUNCING THE

/%%MM%/

1121 MILLER ROAD P.O. BOX 2773
KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49003-2773

MEMBER NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CORVETTE CLUBS INC.

22nd ANNUAL SWAP MEET

« MICHIGAN'S LARGEST INDOOR CORVETTE PARTS MEET -

Sunday, February 25, 1996

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PRICES $3.00 Donation
Full 8' Table $18.00 Ages 14 years and under
after February 15, $25.00 per table FREE

$5.00 deposit required per table
Tables are reserved on a first come, first

. Registration
_ serve basis . LINDA HEARLD
Limited indoor space for selling cars - $35.00 1-616-323-0539
outside spaces - $20.00 NO CALLS PLEASE - BETWEEN
- Pre-Registration of $20.00 Required - 10:00 p.m. and 10:00 a.m.

Not Responsible for items lost, stolen, damaged or personal injuries.
No alcoholic Beverages on Premises Please

LOCATION:

Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds
All Buildings Heated

[-94 Exit 80 North on Sprinkle Rd.,

turn left at 3rd traffic light, follow

Fair Ground signs - located on Lake St.
Kalamazoo, Michigan



CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB NEWS
ADVERTISING

OPEN 9:00 A.M.-7:00 P.M. PHONE (517) 321-6460
MON. THRU FRI. WATTS 1-800-248-0480

OPEN SATURDAY
9:00 AM.-5:00 P.M.

Fotrsors Sbeed Wlrelowse
WHOLESALE 9:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M.

3940 N. GRAND RIVER LANSING, MICHIGAN 48906

ROY JOHNSON
Owner SALES REP.

0 (517) 484-1399
QSP AR
SKILL
MECHANICS

Sheridan Road Automotive

"Complete” Auto Repair Service

STEVE SPINRAD 300 W. Sheridan Rd.
Owner Lansing, Ml 48906

FRANKIE D’S

Auto and Truck Repair

“At Frankie D’s We Aim to Please”

2081 S. CEDAR

HOLT, Mi 48842 FRANK SIERAWSKI JR.

694-9789 OWNER
L

“Just Local People Serving Local People”’

Transmissions Are Our Business — Not A "‘Side Line"’

LANSING TRANSMISSION CO.

220 SOUTH LARCH ST. LANSING, MICHIGAN 48912
PHONE 487-6089 FREE ESTIMATES

AUTO PARTS
UNLIMITED

3023 N. East St. - Lansing, MI 48906

Dave Wells

Hours: 8-6 M-F Phone:
8 - 5 Sat. (517) 487-6200

O/J jown C%iner

516 East Grand River
Lansing, Ml 48906
(517) 482-4050

| Open 6:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 7 days/wk

A Great Place to Eat!

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS




CAPITAL CITY CORVETTE CLUB
P.O. BOX 27295
LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
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PHIL HANSES

P.0. Box 204

420 S WILLOW ST
WESTPHALIA MI 48894

... Into the future!
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